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04/17/2009 - U S. EPA CID Special Agent (SA) HISHUINISEEE 2d U S
HUD O G SA BDIDHUINIEN | ntervi eved [DISHEDINIESEN <! oyee of the Detroit

Housi ng Conmi ssion (DHC), regarding [[@J i nteractions and observations of
the denolition of the Tenple Towers building in January of 2006.

DETAI LS
On April 17, 2009, U S. EPA CID Special Agent (SA) BISHUINISEEN 2d

US HUD OG SA BDIDHUDINIEE | ntervieved (DISHODIGESEN <! oyee of the
Detroit Housi ng Conmmi ssion (DHC), regarding [ i nteractions and

observations of the denolition of the Tenple Towers building in January
of 2006. Al'so present for nost of the interview was [DISHEINISEN
Executive O ficer of the DHC. After being inforned of the identity of the
interview ng agents and the purpose of the interview, [ provided the
followi ng information:

B cxpl ained that Tenple Towers was originally a sixty four unit
apartnment buil ding which the DHC had hoped to develop with a private
investor. As a part of the devel opnent agreenent sone of the units would
be made avail able for public housing. At one point a non profit entered
into an agreenment with DHC to devel op the property but was unable to make
the grant obligations. [ was assigned to Tenple Towers about six to
seven nonths into the property going into receivership fromthe non
profit. HUD then conducted a Recovery and Renovation review and

determ ned the property was not suitable for a conplete federally funded
renovation. In 2003 or 2004 a request for proposals was issued for a
private redevel opment project which would require a certain nunber of

units be nmade available for public housing. HUD enpl oyees SISHEINISEE
and [DISHOIBIEN vcre involved in the oversight of the Tenple Towers

property.
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BIEN and @I cxp! ained that the DHC used to be an entity within the
structure of the City of Detroit, but separated fromthis affiliation. As
DHC becane it's own entity, the City of Detroit was forced to transfer
ownership of certain properties to the DHC. This process took several
years, and the Tenple Towers property was a part of this ownership
transfer. SA [DISHEIEIE] roi nted out that according to a conplaint filed
by the DHC in the Wayne County Circuit Court, the property was
transferred to DHC on January 26, 2006, and an energency denolition order
was issued by the Detroit Building Safety & Engi neeri ng Departnent (BS&E)
on January 31, 2006. (SN and @ thought that the timng of the two
events was nerely coincidental as the property had been listed for
transfer for many nonths prior.

I'n January of 2006, Q] was asked by DHC Deputy Counsel [BISHEINISINEE

to go to the Tenple Towers site and see if the Cty of Detroit's
contractors were conducting denolition activities. [§jjj drove by the site
on a Friday and ] saw denolition equi pment bearing the Ferguson
Enterprises |ogo. The follow ng Monday or Tuesday [ returned to the site
and observed denolition activities taking place, specifically the FEI

enpl oyees knocking down walls of the building. @ took photos of the
activities and provided col or copies to the agents during the

interview Wile at the site [ISHOIEES] of the BS&E approached SISHE
car, knocking on the w ndow. [l asked @ why the city was

denol i shing the building w thout the authorization of DHC and HUD. [BISH
told (@ that @ would direct the contractor to cease all denolition
activities. [ expl ained to the agents that a court hearing over the
denolition was taking place at the sanme tine as [[jj discussion with
BISEE @I thought that there was a second BS&E enpl oyee at the site but

only spoke to [(DISHE
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